Stewart Family Star
PRIDE- Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy

Stewart Family News... November 13th - 19th, 2019
Parent-Teacher Conferences, November 14
and 19
Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, November 14th,
from 12:45 - 3:45 and 4:30-7:30 PM. There are not any modi cations for
this Thursday's conference schedule.
Due to the snow day, conferences will be rescheduled for next Tuesday, November 19th. Please plan on
attending on the November 19 during the designated time slot that you had previously signed up for
(on the 12th). If, for some reason, the 19th will not work for you, please reach out to your child's
teacher directly to reschedule.

Wreath Fundraiser- Due Thursday, November 14
Wreath Fundraiser sale forms and money are due Thursday November 14th. Late forms will not be
accepted.

Picture Retakes- November 19, 2019
Due to our snow day, picture retakes will now take place on Tuesday, November 19. If your student did
not have their picture taken on our rst date, please have them plan to do so on Thursday.

Scholastic Book Fair, Nov. 11 - 19
Our Scholastic Book Fair will be held from November 11 - 19 in our
Stewart Lightbulb Lab. Families will be able to shop the Book Fair
during Parent-Teacher Conferences, and students will be able to
shop throughout the week.

Toys for Tots, November 18 - December 6, 2019
Toys for Tots Begins Next Week!
Our annual Toys for Tots Drive will begin next week. The drive will run from November 18 - December 6.
The class that contributes the most donations will receive a pizza party from Silver Beach Pizza!

Lunch Menu Change- November 26
On November 26th, our lunch choice will be a sack lunch. The choices will be corn dog or turkey deli
club, cheese crackers, carrot sticks and apple slices.

Breakfast with Santa- December 14, 2019
Mark your calendars!!! Saturday, December 14th from 9:00-11:00 bring
your family to have Breakfast with Santa at Stewart. We will be serving
bagels and donuts with sides. We have lots of fun planned! Get your
picture taken with Santa! Make crafts to take home!! New this year –
Santa told us Mrs. Claus will be joining him. She wanted to bring some of her favorite holiday books to
share!! Watch for yers coming home soon AND a request for volunteers to help us make this event a
success.

Winter Weather
Communication from our Superintendent, Mr. Phil Freeman
Winter is on its Way!
Snow Days and Two-Hour Delays
As we move into the winter season, thoughts shift away from sunscreen and bug spray to hats,
mittens and boots. The rst urry opens conversations about snow days, school closing, and possible
delays. I get to be a hero or a goat (and I don’t mean Greatest Of All Time) on blustery and cold
mornings. Weather delays and closings are not easy decisions, and I often wish Mother Nature would
help me out like she did on my rst snow day here in Lakeshore in 2013. On just my third day on the
job, the area was hit with 15 inches of snow in less than 12 hours! Easy call!
When extreme weather conditions exist, the Superintendent and Director of Maintenance and
Operations (including input from the local police departments and Road Commission) work together in
collaboration with area superintendents, local police departments, and the County Road Commission,
to make the decision to close the District and/or cancel activities. In determining weather related
closures, many variables are considered. These include:
• The amount of snow (and future predicted snowfall)
• Whether snow has been cleared from bus routes
• The condition of the roads (ice, drifting)
• Clarity of pathways for walkers and bus stops
• Temperature (-20 degrees with wind chill – per National Weather Service)
According to the National Weather Service, who did extensive testing in developing a wind chill chart,
students begin to be at risk when exposed to sustained wind chills of negative 20 degrees and below

for 30 minutes. Of course, exposure issues increase when students do not dress properly for the
weather including wearing coats, hats, and gloves when temperatures drop below zero.
Often times, as parents and students monitor weather reports and school closings, they hear
announcements of Two-Hour Delays in many districts. Lakeshore Public Schools has not used this
contingency during my time here, but as more districts utilize this option on days where conditions are
expected to improve quickly, we have developed a two-hour delay policy to help us avoid closures.
Based on my experience here and in other districts, I do not expect that this is an option that will be
employed very often.
When the weather requires the district administration to delay the start of school by two hours
because of fog, snow, ice, or other conditions, it is important that parents, students, and staff
understand what a “two-hour delay” means. School start times will be moved back two hours as noted
below. Buses will pick students up at their regular bus stop two hours after their normal, scheduled
time. NOTE: On Late Start Wednesdays, buses will run on a two-hour delay based on a normal
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) schedule.
For example, if a child normally catches the bus at 6:45 a.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday, pick-up will be at 8:45 a.m. on days when a two-hour delay is called. Likewise, school will start
two hours after the normal start time.
High School Start Time on Two-Hour Delay – 9:35 a.m.
Middle School Start Time on Two-Hour Delay – 9:40 a.m.
Elementary Start Time on Two-Hour Delay – 10:25 a.m.
If the start of school is delayed, breakfast will not be served, but lunch will be available as usual.
Dismissal time will remain the same.
Safety remains the primary focus when the determination is made to close school or delay the start of
the school day by two hours. Announcements for school closings or two-hour delays will be broadcast
via School Messenger, the District’s website, and local media. It is generally district policy that once the
school day has begun students will not be released early. However, the secondary bus run may begin
early to allow ample time for the buses to return to the district to begin the elementary bus run on time.
As always, we are hoping for the best but preparing for whatever Mother Nature throws at us.

Girls on the Run

PTO Corner
As a Stewart parent/guardian, you are automatically a member of the PTO!
Stay Informed! Join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/StewartPTO/

You can also email us at any time at: stewartpto1@gmail.com
Coffee with the Principal! Join Ms. Berglan at Red Coach Donuts
November 19th – stop by anytime between 7:30-9:30am to meet and
discuss any topics/concerns!
Mark your calendars for more upcoming events:
November 11-15th – Book Fair!!
November 19th 6-8pm– Stewart Skate Night at Lakeshore Roller World
Next Community Meeting:
January 21st 6:30-7:30pm in the
Stewart Media Center
**FREE CHILD CARE PROVIDED**

The Stewart Family Calendar

Healthy Minds, Healthy Lives Community Event About Stress

Counselor's Corner
Learner Behaviors
You may notice your child’s report card looks slightly different this year!
In alignment with our work in the area of Social and Emotional Learning,
we’ve aligned the Learner Behaviors section of our report card with the 5
Social and Emotional Competencies as outlined by the Michigan
Department of Education. The categories are Self-Awareness, SelfManagement, Social Awareness, Relationship Skills, and Responsible
Decision Making. The skills listed under each category will change from year to year as they are based
on developmentally appropriate benchmarks. If you’d like to learn more, consider accessing CASEL’s
de nition of Social Emotional Learning Competencies, or perusing the MDE’s Social Emotional
Learning Standards.
Conference time is a great opportunity to connect with Mrs. Galloway regarding your child’s social and
emotional development. If you would like to sign up for a conference with Mrs. Galloway, please email
her directly at dgalloway@lpslancer.net.

Good News in the Stewart Family

Science Fair- Mrs. Anderson's Class
Ms. Anderson's class spent all of October learning about the
different components of the scienti c method. They conducted
experiments, recorded their results and organized their data. At the
end of October, they had a science fair to share their ndings with
their families and the Stewart community. The students were,
rightfully so, very proud of their work and loved being able to share
their hard work with everyone.

Letter Experts- Ms. Crockett's Kindergarten
Class
Stewart kindergartners have been learning so much about letters and
sounds that they are ready to become teachers themselves. Last week
we hosted ABC School and students taught stuffed animals all they
have learned about the alphabet chart, letters and sounds! In addition,
each student received their very own alphabet chart to take home, so they can continue their teaching
and learning.

Veteran's Day- Fourth Grade
Ms. Berglan is currently teaching all 4th grade students about Veteran's Day! Students are learning
about its history, importance, and created posters about each branch of the military. 4th graders are
excited to share their knowledge about this important holiday!

The Stewart Family's Salute to Service Lunch
by DJ Manou, WSBT 22 Reporter -- Friday, Nov. 8th, 2019
Lunch time is a time for students to relax. But for one group of kids, today was a special lesson.
Stewart Elementary in Stevensville held a free spaghetti lunch for veterans.
Many of the vets have children or grandchildren at the school, which for some might have been just a
fun day having family join them for lunch.
But for the school it was a learning lesson, and for the veterans a small token of appreciation.
There was a standing ovation for the men and women.
“Just really great. You can't put in in words. It comes out in tears,” said William Wall, WWII Navy
veteran.
Wall cherishes lunch with his grandson, but also the appreciation. "Now, at 95, I look back on it and it
was something to be proud of.”
Throughout the tables, parents and grandparents spent the day with their little ones.
Veteran Steven Phenegar was blown away.“To come in and have lunch with my daughter is amazing. I
didn’t know things like this existed.”
A family full of veterans, Thais Taylor isn't sure her grandson fully grasps the signi cance.
“He loves us, but he will be proud of us too once he understands what we have actually done or do for
this country.”
That's why principal Samantha Berglan organized the lunch. Fourth-graders have been learning about
the military branches and Veteran's Day, but this brings it beyond books. “It was really cool to see them
in uniform,” said Berglan. “Sometimes our kids never have the opportunity to see servicemen or
servicewomen in their uniforms.”
Phenegar says his daughter started catching on. “She started recognizing that other people were
taking notice and it made her stop and think, instead of taking for granted why these people are
paying attention to her dad.”
But it was one special moment that summed it all up. Noah Compton, age 8, asking two veterans for
their autograph. “My dad’s dad was in WW2, so that’s why I just really wanted to get their signature,”
he said. His grandfather has since passed, but he knew he wanted to keep this memory. “That would
be like once in a lifetime to do it, so that’s why I did it.”

The veterans not only thanked the kids but the teachers who gave them the opportunity.
Phenegar appreciates restaurants that give discounts on Veteran's Day, but says this event provides a
personal touch worth so much more.
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