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LAKESHORE LIGHT

Join us in engaging the minds,
spirits and talents of our
students and teachers.

Members of Team Lance-A-Bot working on this season’s robot. Team Lance-A-Bot is Lakeshore High School’s
student-led robotics team. Read more: PAGE 10

Grounded in Tradition – Committed to Excellence

Message from the Superintendent
We are
celebrating our
team! We hope
you share your
story.

We are looking for stories about all
education personnel – teachers, bus
drivers, school lunch staff, paraprofessionals, custodians, coaches, librarians,
administrative assistants and anyone
who is an important part of a student’s
Each day, our
educational success. Through these
educators and staff stories, we can show educators that
make a difference they are appreciated and supported by
Superintendent
Greg Eding
in the lives of
our community.
students. They prepare our students
for successful careers and life after the
Join us as we celebrate the hard
classroom. They challenge students to
work and dedication of everyone
reach their greatest potential and offer
on our staff by participating in
support along the way. In a nutshell,
the Learn by Heart campaign.
they make a tremendous difference in
the lives of our students while teaching, The Learn by Heart campaign is deserving lunch, transporting, and supsigned to increase awareness of the
porting a clean and welcoming environ- dedication of Berrien County educators
ment, and for that, we would like to say, and foster continuing public support
“Thank you!”.
through a countywide campaign. The
Lakeshore wants to share your stories
about how our educators have shown
support and dedication to our students!

focus of the campaign is to highlight
relationships between educators, students, parents, and community members through stories.

We are grateful
for the financial
support of the
LAKESHORE
EXCELLENCE
FOUNDATION and
for the efforts of the
LEF all-volunteer
board.

We are sharing
the submitted
stories with
you in various ways to showcase our
educators and staff members who
proudly serve as the foundation of
our district. Please visit the Lakeshore
Public Schools Facebook page ( www.
facebook.com/lpslancer )to view some
of the wonderful “Thank yous” that
have already been received.

Every day is a great day to say “Thank
you!”. To share your story about a Lakeshore educator that has made a lasting
impact on a student, please visit the
Lakeshore Public Schools’ website at:
www.lpslancers.net .
The Learn by Heart campaign is part of
a countywide initiative in partnership
with Berrien RESA.
Sincerely,
Greg Eding, Superintendent
Lakeshore Public Schools

5771 Cleveland Ave., Stevensville, MI 49127 PH 269-428-1400 www.lpslancers.net

lefonline.org

LAKESHORE LIGHT
The mission of Lakeshore
Public Schools, in partnership
with families and the community, is to guide students toward
achieving educational excellence
by engaging, inspiring and empowering them to think, learn and
pursue their individual passions
with knowledge, confidence, and
integrity – the foundation of their
future.

Food Service
All students will continue to receive one free lunch and one free breakfast per
day. If you feel your student would be eligible for free or reduced meals based on
income please fill out an application. Applications are found on the Lakeshore
website or can be obtained at your student’s school. If you would like an
application mailed to your home please call Pam Greiffendorf. 428-1400 x2965.
Sometimes there are additional benefits for approved applicants.

Elementary
2022
Board of Education
Regular Meetings
Regular Board meetings are held
on the second Monday of the
month at 5:30 P.M. at Lakeshore
High School in the LEF Learning
Center or the Lakeshore Auditorium.
April 11, 2022
May 9, 2022
June 13, 2022

If elementary student’s need a drink with their meal from home they can purchase a milk or juice for $.60. Please have money in their account to make a
purchase.

Middle School
There is limited ala carte available to purchase. Students will need money in their
account to make any purchases.

High School
High School students can purchase a second lunch for $2.85. They may also
purchase an extra entrée with various prices. Students will need money in their
account to make any purchases.
If you would like to set up an account to make deposits online or to view your
students account please go to www.mymealtime.com. You will need your
students ID number to set up an account. You can get that from their teacher or
by calling Pam Greiffendorf at 428-1400 x2965.
Thank You,
Pam Greiffendorf, Director of Food Service

Attention Golfers

For information on the 13th Annual Adam Tilly Memorial Golf
Outing contact Hans Koppenhoefer at hansk@duramold.net .

Lakeshore
Graduating Seniors
This annual fundraiser provides scholarships to graduating Lakeshore
High School seniors. Watch for details on the Lakeshore website and at
the high school guidance office.
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Junior Achievement at Stewart Elementary

Students in some second and third grade classrooms at Stewart
Elementary are taking part in the Junior Achievement program.
The goal of the Junior Achievement program is to deliver hands-on learning
experiences on financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship that inspire
students to understand the opportunities provided by education. The Junior
Achievement program has given the Stewart Family the opportunity to invite local
experts in finance and marketing to present to our students!

Mrs. Mishler’s
Third Grade Students
Third grade students in Mrs. Mishler's
room wrapped up a five week study on
the economy with Junior Achievement.
Mr. Mishler, Mrs. Mishler’s husband,
brought his finance skills out of the
community and into the classroom!
The students learned about earning,
saving, spending and donating. They
created their own mock food truck busiMr. Mishler shares his finance skills .
ness, and learned not only about profit,
but also about the reality of taxes and
rent! The unit wrapped up by creating a mock city, where each student placed their
own business on a city map. These young entrepreneurs are ready to launch!

Ms. Graves’s
Second Grade Students
The second grade students in Ms.
Graves’ class had a Junior Achievement lesson from the other Ms.
Graves, their teacher’s sister!

District Calendar
April 8, 2022
Half Day All Students - End of
3rd Quarter
April 13, 2022
MS/HS Only Half Day Junior
Testing
May 6, 2022
Half Day All Students
May 30, 2022
No School - Memorial Day
June 1, 2022
Last Late Start Wednesday
June 3, 2022
3 Graduation Ceremony, 7PM
(Rain Date June 5, 3 PM)
June 8, 2022
Half Day All Students
June 9, 2022
Half Day All Students Last Day of School

Their presenter is a local expert in
marketing. The students learned
about how businesses run and productivity!
Ms. Graves’ sister shared her marketing skills.

Students had to “make” donuts, sort
out any defects and calculate how
productive they were. Ms. Graves paid the bakery workers in real donuts!!!

Thank you Mr. Mishler and Ms. Graves, our students truly enjoyed
learning from you as part of the Junior Achievement program.
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Students made and rode yardstick horses
for Knight Day!

Ms. Graves’ 2nd Graders celebrate Knight Day.

Knight Day

Stewart Elementary, Ms. Graves’ Second Grade Class
Ms. Graves’s 2nd grade class had a
knight themed day. A new nonfiction
unit started with a read aloud about
knights and medieval times. For
phonics students had been reading a
rhyming book called Knight School.
They learned about rhyming words,
and also how knights were trained in
medieval times.

Student enjoying a STEM activity during
Knight Day.

Sparking their interest, students were
eager to learn more about this time
period and the training necessary to
become a knight. The class decided to
transform the classroom into a
medieval castle (including a moat!) -all lessons were fit for a knight.
To prepare for Knight Day, students
made and painted shields to represent
which part of the school-wide expectations of PRIDE (perseverance, respect,
integrity, dedication, and empathy)
they would show. They also made
helmets and horses to ride made out
of yardsticks.
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On Knight Day, students had the opportunity to research and learn more
about knights, write about how their
life would be if they lived in medieval
times, have horse-back riding relay
races, build castles for a STEM activity, learn about the actual knight code
knights followed in medieval times,
and at the end of the day, students
were officially “knighted” at the
knighting ceremony.
Students took home a certificate that
stated that they had completed the
necessary training to become a knight
of Stewart Elementary School, vowing
to follow the Stewart Code of Chivalry
by showing all parts of PRIDE, being
loyal, brave, and kind to all.

This turned out to be the perfect
way to introduce and excite
2nd graders about reading and
writing nonfiction.

LAKESHORE LIGHT
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Celebrating Young Writers
Hollywood Elementary

Mrs. Luckritz’s Young 5 Yeti’s
may be the youngest learners
in Lakeshore, and may not be
professional writers “YETi”, but
they are full of stories and the
energy to “write” and share
them.
Students began their writing journey
with the first unit called -- Being a
Writer. They learned that they were
authors as they “wrote” stories with
lots of pictures. Some stories were true
and others were make-believe, but all
were written and illustrated with heart!
Students learned how to organize their
stories in their Writer’s Workshop
folder as they put their finished pieces
in the “red-dot” folder and their unfinished ideas in the “green dot” folder.
As we finished our unit, students
became familiar with using a rubric to
help them make sure their stories were
“100% shareable.” Pairs of students
asked each other questions from the

rubric regarding the use of “many colors”, “having details”, “sharing an idea”,
and having “labels or words.”
Once our stories were ready to share, we
invited Mr. Heppler’s second graders,
our “buddy class,” to come celebrate
our accomplishments with us. Young 5
students worked on speaking in front
of others as we gave directions on how
we were going to share our stories with
our buddies. The second grade students
carefully listened to the young writers,
were patient with them as they shared,
encouraged them with many compliments, and celebrated their success! After stories were shared and friendships
began, everyone enjoyed special cookies
and conversations together. Our first
celebration was a great success!

Mrs. McLean’s room at Hollywood
Elementary had a special visit from
Superintendent Eding.

As we continue to work on our writing
we are starting our next unit, Telling
My Stories, which focuses on nonfiction
writing.
Thank you to Mrs. Kapp’s 3rd Grade Class
at Hollywood Elementary for the special
Valentine’s. --The Whitcomb Tower

Mr. Heppler’s 2nd graders lend a patient listening ear to students in Mrs. Luckritz’s kindergarten class.
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Therapy Dogs, Journey and Ahvee, Visit Roosevelt!
Janet Cooper from Pet Partners brought her two therapy dogs to Roosevelt! Journey and Ahvee are a mother/daughter pair, and brought lots of joy to the classrooms that they visited. The plan will be for Journey and Ahvee to visit Roosevelt
twice a month
this school year.
Janet plans
to bring them
more frequently,
and we plan to
have students
spend time with
them one-onone or in small
groups.
Journey and Ahvee visited Mrs.
Wagner’s kindergarten classroom.

Journey and
Ahvee LOVE
to be read to!

First Grade Writer’s Celebration
The first graders in Miss Fleming’s class enjoyed being able to travel around the
room reading each other’s informational books and leaving feedback. At the
conclusion of each unit, teachers take the opportunity to hold a special event or
celebration celebrating all of their hard work.
Janet Cooper reading a book that
she created in order to introduce the
dogs to the class.
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REACH HIGHER

SPRING 2022

LAKESHORE EXCELLENCE FOUNDATION

20TH ANNUAL

3 NEW
MAJOR PROJECTS
We are excited to announce three
new projects aimed at positively
impacting students, staff
and our community.

GOLF SCRAMBLE

READ MORE PAGE 6.

ONLINE AUCTION
RESULTS
Thank you to all who helped
make the 2022 LEF Online
Auction such a huge success.

READ MORE PAGE 2.

Thank you for your continued support!
TRUSTEES
JC Anderson
Leslie Arbanas
Sophie Bauchet
Ludo Beaufils
Kate Beckrow
Zeb Deitrich

Chad Deja
Greg Eding
Janine Harrison
Lori Marciniak
Elizabeth Meeth
Phil Molloy

Kameron Morris
Julia Pechtel
Jennifer Powers
Jim Roberts
Bill Scaletta
Lewis Scott

Heather Valenziano
Lori VonKoenig
Kathleen Wolf

LAKESHORE EXCELLENCE FOUNDATION

Online
Auction
Donors
Thank you to all of the
individual donors and area
businesses who helped
make the 2022 LEF Online
Auction such a huge
success. Your support
makes a world of difference
for the students, staff and
community of Lakeshore
Public Schools.

DONORS

84

ITEMS

131

BIDDERS

145

BIDS

584

WINNERS

63

$18,000

REVENUE
2

221 Main
Alex's Veggies
All Star Family Chiropractic
Applebee's
Baguette de France
Bank of America
Berrien County
Bill Scaletta
Bit of Swiss
Bob and Janine Harrison
bread+bar by Bit of Swiss
Bridgman Family Dental Care
Candlestick Maker
Chateau Chantal
Coho Bob's Sportfishing Charters
Cracker Barrel
Culinary Cottage
Curious Kids' Museum
Dr. John Marohn
- Great Lakes Eye Care
Fanatics
Friends of LEF
Gallery on the Alley
Gloria Ender
Grande Mere Inn
Gravity Winery
Harbor Shores Golf Club
Hartlines Garden Center
Hesston Steam Museum
Hoopla Frozen Yogurt
Indian Lake Hills
Infusco Coffee Roasters
JC and Nancy Anderson
Juday Creek Golf Course
Kilwins
Lake Michigan Hills
LakeHouse Restaurant
Lakeshore Public Schools
Lakeshore Public Schools
- Superintendent Greg Eding

Lori Marciniak
Lisa Welch
M Squared Modern Hair
M&W Tire
Mari Maloney
Martin's Supermarket
Mason Jar Cafe
Matt Mantei
Melanie Easley at Allure Salon
Modern Day Knights
Olive Cart
Outdoor Adventure Center
- DNR - Detroit
Papa Vino's Mishawaka
Peat's Cider Social
PGA
Red Coach Donuts
Reflections Medical Spa
Rick Waning
Santaniello's Restaurant
Schu's Grill and Bar
Shelley Shell at Allure Salon
Sill Laser
Silver Beach Pizza
Silver Harbor Brewing Company
Soft Touch Car Wash
Sophia's
Sophie and Eric Bauchet
Southshore Health and
Racquet Club
SPGA
State Street Meats
Subway
Taylor Rental
The Buck Burgers & Brew
Tosi’s
Turquoise Top Hat
Kristy, Tina, and Vonnie at Reva’
Salon and Spa
Watermark Brewing Company

Lemon Creek Winery
and Vineyards
Lakeshore High School
- CTE Program
Lakeshore High School Store/DECA
Lighthouse Wine Shop

Welch Center for Wine
and Viticulture
Wells Fargo
Whirlpool Corporation

LEFONLINE.ORG

3 Projects on the Horizon
Technology Refresh, New Teacher Recruitment and Professional Development
In the nine years as Chairman
of the Lakeshore Excellence
Foundation, we have committed
to fund several multi-year,
major projects and numerous
annual
grants.
In each case,
we attempt to
select projects
that will have
significant and
immediate
impact on
J.C. Anderson, Chairman
our student’s
learning
experience. I personally have felt very
good about what we have been able to
accomplish in the past nine years with
these projects. I continue to feel great
about our progress.
LEF strives to create a collaborative
effort between Superintendent Eding,
the school administration and the
Lakeshore Board of Education when
assessing the opportunities that can
deliver the greatest impact on the
overall educational experience.
We faced a few challenges as we tried
to determine where to make our next
project investment. As we transitioned
superintendents from Phil Freeman to

Greg Eding, continued Covid implications along with recent school threats
made it difficult to develop a list of
projects that could be considered for
funding.
Although the process took a bit longer
than anticipated, we are excited to
announce that the LEF board approved
three projects that were submitted by
Superintendent Eding.

We have committed to
funding $720,000 for an
Elementary Technology
Refresh, New Teacher
Recruitment and
Professional Development
for our current staff.
These projects are in addition to our
regular grants. More information about
each of these major projects is contained within this newsletter.
I also continue to feel great about the
collaboration between our LEF board
and the administration as we discussed the project options that were
presented as considerations. During
the discussions, comments were made
including:

• “The PLC (Professional Learning
Communities) conference is the
single best educational conference
that an educator can go to.”
• “How fast can we get 100% of our
teachers/administration to attend
the training?”
• “We now, finally and effectively, can
get to a 1:1 technology in our elementary schools.”
• “Our already established “Late Start
Wednesdays” provide the forum
for the implementation of the PLC
methodology.”
• “Every student and every teacher will
be impacted thus supporting our
DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion)
guidelines.”
• “We want to recruit the best teachers and this grant money will set us
apart from other districts.”
• “We cannot afford to NOT do all
three of these projects now!”
With this type of positive discussion,
we concluded that bundling these three
major projects will really set the Lakeshore district apart from the others. We
feel that the collective impact of these
projects will be a minimum improvement of 3% (most likely 5%-10%) in the
various student test scores ( M-STEP,
PSAT, NWEA, SAT). Superintendent Eding has indicated that this is his most
Continued PAGE 7.

Excellent schools are the foundation of excellent communities.
When you invest in Lakeshore Public Schools through the LEF,
you are investing in the quality of life in our community both
today and tomorrow.
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Not Your Average Advocate

CURTIS PARTEE, AT-RISK COORDINATOR/STUDENT ADVOCATE
Graduation is one of the
many causes Mr. Partee
champions.
If there is a student who needs a little extra help or an adult to listen to
them, he’s there. Mr. Partee is well
known for his ability to spark a conversation with just about anyone.
He’s an active listener and excellent
relationship builder. Partee meets
people where they are at, without

Curtis Partee

PHOTO BY: Olivia Graffineus, Lakeshore
Student

Who couldn’t use a
champion, supporter,
protector or proponent
looking out for their
best interests?
Curtis Partee serves as Lakeshore High School’s At-Risk Coordinator or Student Advocate. As
a Student Advocate, Mr. Partee’s
main focus is to help any student
who may be at risk of not graduating, to be able to wear that
highly coveted cap and gown and
carry a diploma that will open the
doors to a brighter future.

judgment of their choices, boosting
their confidence and providing them
with a focus to meet their goals whatever they may be.
But Mr. Partee is not your average
high school advocate that learned
about their job in a classroom or out
of a book. In fact, Mr. Partee has a lot
in common with many of the students
he works with, having grown up experiencing hard times of his own. He
often found that the focus of school
was not easy. Thinking that he would
end up working in a school setting
was something Mr. Partee had never
imagined.
Although Partee had the dream of
playing football, an injury caused him
to take another path. Mr. Partee joined
the Marines, which at the time he felt

was the best option. Unfortunately an
injury there led to his release.
When Mr. Partee was trying to figure
out his own path, it always seemed to
lead him back to positions focused on
helping youth. Partee spent many years
working at the Berrien County Juvenile
Center before his interest in tennis led
to a coaching position and a job as the
In-School Suspension Supervisor at
Dowagiac Union High School. That is
also where Mr. Partee met a guy who
would become an avid supporter of his
work - Greg Younger.
Throughout his personal journey, Mr.
Partee had many starts and stops with
college, but he knew that he needed a
degree in order to achieve the personal
advancements he wanted for himself
and his family. It wasn’t an easy path,
but Partee persevered, working to
support his family during the day and
taking college classes at night.

Mr. Partee has some words
of wisdom based on his
own experiences, “If at all
possible, complete your college
education before life takes
you in a different direction.
Once I had my degree, I had so
many more opportunities and
promotions.”
Continued PAGE 7.

Excellent schools are the foundation of excellent communities.
When you invest in Lakeshore Public Schools through the LEF,
you are investing in the quality of life in our community both
today and tomorrow.
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25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
-- MUSICAL COMEDY

This past February, Lakeshore
elementary, middle and high school
students took the stage to participate in
the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee.

The musical comedy,
featuring music by William
Finn and the book by Rachel
Sheinkin, centers on the
story of how middle school
students find joy competing
in a regional spelling bee.
Students and community members
were treated to three productions of the
musical in the recently renovated Lakeshore High School Auditorium. $660,000
in improvements and updates were
made to the Auditorium and connecting lobby through a major project grant
funded through the Lakeshore Excellence Foundation.
Lakeshore High School Vocal Music and
Music Theory Director, David Gailey, says
shows like these would not be possible
without the generosity of donors who
support the mission of the LEF. Each
year the Lakeshore Excellence Foundation awards his department $10,000 as
part of a recurring grant to help support
fine arts educational programs for Lakeshore Public School students.

PHOTOS BY: Grace deBest

“The recurring grant is an integral part of every
Lakeshore High School musical production,” said
Gailey. “Its presence grants us resources, flexibility
and the freedom to dream a bit bigger. Each year
dozens of student experiences are improved by the
LEF recurring grant. We are a better community for it.”
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MAJOR

PROJECT
INVESTMENT

$720,000

Businesses are struggling to recruit new hires, retain current
employees and provide development opportunities to
ensure future readiness. Lakeshore Public Schools are also
dealing with similar issues, which is why the Lakeshore
Excellence Foundation has committed to raise funds that
deliver projects to address these challenges while positively
impacting students, staff and our community.
In 2022, LEF will begin supporting three, new major projects: Technology Refresh for our elementary students,
New Teacher Recruitment and Current Staff Development
through Professional Learning Communities – PLC’s.

TECHNOLOGY
REFRESH

NEW TEACHER
RECRUITMENT

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Elementary students

New hires

For current staff

CHALLENGE:
The pace of change of technology is daunting. Our elementary
student technology has not been
upgraded since 2017. Without
new technology our children run
the risk of falling behind.

SOLUTION:
LEF will fund 1:1 technology
for all students K – 5th grade,
including Young 5’s. Touchscreen
Chromebooks will provide a richer
learning experience with improved
academic achievement while
preparing our students for future
success.

$345,000 Investment
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Our schools are experiencing many of the
same issues that today’s businesses are
facing.

CHALLENGE:

CHALLENGE:

The number of people entering
the teaching profession has
dropped drastically. Lakeshore
needs to position ourselves
uniquely to be able to recruit new,

Continuous learning among our
educators is critical. We had established late-start Wednesdays
to allow the staff to collaborate,
but we haven’t given them the

top quality educators.

ongoing training to help make the
best use of this time.

SOLUTION:

SOLUTION:

LEF will fund a new teacher
recruitment grant that will provide up to $10,000 in incentives
for new hires. This program will
differentiate Lakeshore from other
schools, improving our opportunity to recruit the best teachers into
our school district.

LEF will fund training for all staff
in support of PLC’s – Professional Learning Communities. The
outcome of this grant will result in
continuous job-embedded training
for educators and improved learning for all students, every day.

$150,000 Investment

$225,000 Investment

LEFONLINE.ORG

CONTRIBUTION
FORM
Name of Contributor(s):
________________________________________
Address/City/State:
________________________________________
Phone (Home):
Phone (Work):
Phone (Cell):
Email:		

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Are you a Lakeshore graduate?
☐ YES ☐ NO
If YES, what year did you graduate?
________
Will your employer match this
contribution? ☐ YES ☐ NO
My contribution amount: $_____________
Optional:
My gift is in honor/memory of:
________________________________________
Address/City/State:
________________________________________

SEND FORM AND
CONTRIBUTION TO:
Lakeshore Excellence Foundation
5771 Cleveland Avenue,
Stevensville, MI 49127
Please make checks payable to
Lakeshore Excellence Foundation.
The Lakeshore Excellence Foundation was
established in 1997 as a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, governed by an all-volunteer Board of
Directors made up of local community members.
Your donation to the foundation is tax deductible
to the extent allowable by law.

CHAIRMAN ANDERSON
Continued from PAGE 3.

NOT YOUR AVERAGE ADVOCATE
Continued from PAGE 4.

strategic educational initiative and we
are pleased to be able to support his
focus.

It was one of these opportunities
that brought Mr. Partee to Lakeshore
High School, working once again
with Mr. Younger. Mr. Partee brings
his education and life experiences to
our students, making a difference in
their lives one relationship at a time.

As your Chairman, I am more excited
and positive about these projects than
any in the past nine years!
We all want the very best for our
students, and this project portfolio
will position Lakeshore at the very
top of the numerous surveys that are
taken regarding the “best” schools in
the state. Our district will be able to
recruit better new hires, retain current
employees while providing development opportunities, and better ensure
student readiness for the future.
I’m sure that you noticed in the discussion above, I talked about the LEF
doing this or that. I hope that you understand that the LEF is only as good
as you, our financial supporters, are
in providing for the funding of these
various projects. This community has
been a very “giving” community in
the past with our numerous projects.
Today, we ask for your continued
support as we initiate the fundraising
for our largest commitment ever ...
$720,000. Investing in our children
and their education is one of the most
important investments we can make.
Thank you for your interest, and I hope
that you share my excitement regarding this portfolio of critical projects.
Please consider making a tax deductible contribution from your limited
discretionary income to support these
critical projects that will positively impact every student, staff member and
our surrounding community.
Sincerely,
J.C. Anderson, LEF Board Chairman

When asked what advice he’d like to
convey to the students he sees every
day at Lakeshore, Mr. Partee said, “I
think the most important thing is to
know yourself. It’s important to know
your strengths and weaknesses, who
you can trust and most importantly,
that you are able to trust yourself.”
Partee believes in building relationships with students, his peers and in
the community.
Those who know Mr. Partee are
eager to share kind words. Whether
it’s the fact that students see him
as “the fun guy in the cafeteria” or
his co-workers remarking about his
genuineness and thoughtfulness,
it’s clear that Mr. Partee is a special
person and valuable to our school
district. Mr. Younger, who has known
him for many years, shares that
Partee “is very supportive of students within the school day but also
outside of the classroom at their
extracurricular activities. He’s always
there to cheer them on and then
follows up at school the next day,
continually building relationships and
supporting them as a whole person.”
We are grateful to Mr. Partee and
the way he puts his whole heart into
the work he does at Lakeshore High
School. Please feel free to share
stories of your positive interactions
with Mr. Partee on our LEF Facebook
page.
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WAYS TO KEEP IN TOUCH
Do you shop on Amazon.com? Did you
know you can buy the exact same items,
at the same price, and LEF will receive a
percentage of your sale?
Simply go to Smile.Amazon.com and choose
Lakeshore Excellence Foundation as your charitable organization.

MAKE YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING COUNT!

It’s as simple as going to:

smile.amazon.com

1

Join the Lakeshore High School Alumni
Facebook Group:

2

Register on the LEF website for email updates:

Search for “Lakeshore High School
Alumni” and Join the Group
lefonline.org/alumni/get-registered

If you graduated from Lakeshore High
School, this is a great way to stay in
touch!

LAKESHORE EXCELLENCE
FOUNDATION
ENDOWMENT FUND
The Endowment Fund is our long-term
strategy to funding the LEF mission of
learning for generations to come.
Annually, the LEF Board evaluates the health of the fund,
makes contributions based on giving and project needs,
and reinvests the earned interest. If you are interested in
learning more about the Endowment Fund, please contact
J.C. Anderson at (269) 921-2513 or email at anderjcna@
gmail.com.

Learn more about LEF

THE FACTS
The state funding for public schools in
Michigan continues to be a challenge and
Lakeshore is in the bottom 25% in funding.
Yes, 75% of Michigan public school districts
receive more state funding on a revenue per
student basis!

SIX WAYS TO GIVE

1. Donate conveniently online
2. Swing those clubs
3. Become a Lakeshore Lancer Leader
4. Give us your two cents
5. Endowment Fund
6. Planned Giving

Visit our website: LEFonline.org
Follow us on Facebook @LakeshoreExcellence
Read our newsletter in the Lakeshore Light
Contact our Chairman, J.C. Anderson (anderjcna@gmail.com)
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LMS and Cloverleaf Spelling Bees

Four spellers competed in the LMS spelling bee.

Six LMS students have
been part of the spelling
team this semester. They
have been meeting each
Tuesday after school
to practice the word
lists from the National
Spelling Bee. These
students have done a
great job balancing their
academic work with
their extra-curricular
activities.

The LMS Annual Variety Show was
held on Friday, February 25, at the
Lakeshore High School Auditorium.

On Tuesday, January 11, four spellers competed in the LMS Spelling Bee. The Bee went six rounds with first place going to 7th grader
Niyati Pagda, and second place going to 8th grader Maahish Kumar.
A two-round spell-off was held to determine third and fourth places,
and 6th grader Poisha Bhardwaj finished in third place, and 7th grader Akshar Shetty finished in fourth place.

Niyati, Maahish, and Poisha represented LMS at the Cloverleaf Spelling Bee at Lake Michigan College on February
24, 2022.
On February 24, forty-two spellers from 14
schools in Van Buren,
Cass, and Berrien Counties took part in the
Cloverleaf Spelling Bee,
which was held at the
Mendel Center at Lake
Michigan College.
As top finishers in the
Three LMS spellers competed in the Cloverleaf Spelling Bee. LMS Spelling Bee in
January, the following
students proudly represented Lakeshore Middle School—8th grader
Maahish Kumar, 7th grader Nyati Paghda, and 6th grader Poisha
Bhardwaj. The top finishers were 6th grader, Poisha, in 11th place
and 7th grader, Nyati, in 15th place. Our three talented participants
represented LMS well.
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Congratulations to all the
students who earned Honor
Roll status for the first
semester.
We are proud of your
accomplishments!
To view these high achieving
students please go to the following
links online:
8th Grade: https://bit.ly/3IkiGE0
7th Grade: https://bit.ly/34JYmxT
6th Grade: https://bit.ly/3q60bgc

Middle School
Daily Schedule
Students may enter the
building at 7:15 A.M.
Doors open 7:15 A.M.
School starts 7:40 A.M.
Dismissal 2:43 P.M.
Late Start Wednesday
Begins September 8, 2021
Doors open 7:55 A.M.
School starts 8:20 A.M.
Dismissal 2:43 PM
Half Days Schedule
Doors open 7:15 A.M.
School starts at 7:40 A.M.
Dismissal 10:58 A.M.

8th Grade Design Production class
During the first semester in the 8th grade Design Production class, students made
decorative winter sleds. Made from pallet boards and walnut, students created
their own rustic winter sled. They were able to create their own graphic designs using a CNC router and laser engraver. These two technologies would not be possible
without the support of the Lakeshore Excellence Foundation. An LEF grant was
utilized to purchase these two technologies. Thank you!

Lakeshore
Middle School
Math Team
The Lakeshore Middle
School Math Team
competed in the
Southwest Michigan
MathCounts® Chapter
on February 17 and
placed second overall.
The advisor is sixth
grade Math teacher,
Michelle Nichols.
Cole Miller placed fourth, Parin Ruperee placed fifth, Logan Bellinger placed seventh, and Matthew Burkhart placed tenth.
Cole, Parin, Logan, and Matthew competed at Saginaw Valley State University on
March 12 for the state MathCounts® Competition.
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High School
Daily Schedule
Students may enter the
building at 7:15 A.M.
Doors open 7:15 A.M.
School starts 7:35 A.M.
Dismissal 2:38 P.M.

What do WALL-E, Johnny 5, Optimus Prime,
and R2-D2 all have in common?

Late Start Wednesday
Begins September 8, 2021
School starts 8:15 A.M.
Dismissal 2:38 PM

They are some of the most beloved robots in cinematic history. These cool
machines have touched the lives of many, including our very own Team Lance-ABot, and therefore inspired us to create our own robotic masterpiece.

Half Day Schedule
Dismissal 10:53 A.M.

Team Lance-A-Bot is Lakeshore High School's student-led robotics team. With
guidance from their coaches (teachers Mr. Brad Smith and Mr. Jon Woodard) and
other adult mentors, the students design, build and program a robot to compete
in unique and complex competitions presented by the FIRST® organization.
This effort takes a significant time commitment and multiple skills. In fact, the
majority of the robot structure is actually fabricated in-house by the students
themselves. The team has won numerous programming awards.
The mission of FIRST® is to inspire students to be science and technology leaders and innovators, by engaging them in programs that build science, engineering, and technology skills. This program also concentrates on increasing self-confidence, communication and leadership skills. In this year's FIRST® competition,
the students will put all of their skills to test in the "Rapid React" challenge,
which is based on the future of transportation. Teams compete to score points
by collecting cargo and shooting them into a central hub. In addition, the robot
must traverse a hanger field element, which is similar to an elevated and inclined
set of monkey bars. For more details on the event, the 2022 game video is available on https://www.lakeshorerobotics.com/FIRST-Robotics/.
Team Lance-A-Bot's results from two district competitions at St. Joseph High
School (March 10-12, 2022) and Spring Arbor University (April 7-9, 2022) will
dictate if the team will advance to the Michigan State Championship.

Good Luck, Team Lance-A-Bot!
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Lakeshore Public
Schools conducts
enrollment year-round.
If you live in our district, you may
enroll your student by completing
the online enrollment documents,
and following the instructions
for submission. If you have
any questions, please call us at
269.428.1400 or email
registrar@lpslancer.net .

We LOVE to show families
why it is great to be a
Lakeshore Lancer!
If you are interested in learning
more about our schools, please
contact the building principal to
schedule a personal “Lancer Pride”
appointment. We will give you a
tour of the building, provide you
with any additional information
you may need, and answer any
questions.
Lakeshore Public Schools Central
Administration Office is located at
5771 Cleveland Ave, Stevensville
(behind the high school tennis
courts).

Lakeshore Band Students Shine!
•

At the October 22 home football
game, the 7th and 8th grade bands
combined with the high school
marching band for the first time in
many years. Together they performed pep band tunes during the
1st half and the classic Livin' On A
Prayer at halftime. More than 200
band students were involved.

•

On November 6, the Lakeshore
High School Marching Band
competed at MCBA State Finals
at Ford Field in Detroit. The band
was moved up to Flight 3 this year
and earned a 3rd place bronze
medal with an amazing final performance.

•

On January 4, middle and high
school bands were able to present
their first live indoor concerts
since early 2020!

•

The Lakeshore High School Marching Band performed at Disney
World's Magic Kingdom in Orlando, FL on March 19, during Spring
Break.

Visit our website for more
information: lpslancers.net

10

•

The Lakeshore High School
Symphonic Band has accepted an
invitation to perform at Western
Michigan University's Spring Conference on Wind & Percussion Music
at Miller Auditorium in Kalamazoo. Only two Michigan bands are
invited each year. The opportunity
is a major honor for Lakeshore.
Band Director Matthew Pagel will
conduct the group, along with
retired Lakeshore Band Director
Lori Von Koenig as guest conductor. The concert is Thursday, April
14 at 1 P.M. It is free and open to
the public.

•

Matthew Pagel is the Director of
Bands at the high school. Joel
Hosey is the Director of Bands at
the middle school and directs the
Lakeshore High School Jazz Band.
Kaitlin Hosey is the Assistant Director of Bands at both the middle
and high schools.
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Meet Matilda!

Certified Therapy Dog

Matilda is a three year old standard poodle. She
has been visiting Lakeshore High School since last
year.
In December she became certified as a therapy dog
through Alliance of Therapy Dogs https://www.therapydogs.com .
She comes to school twice a week to bring joy
to students and staff. She loves to be scratched
behind the ears and have her back pet. She likes
to greet students in the hallways during passing
periods and go into classrooms to give everyone
a much needed break. She is accompanied by her
owner, Josie DeJong who is a school counselor and
Licensed Professional Counselor.
Matilda loves her work at the high school, but since
her momma works there, it is not considered the
volunteer work she needs to keep her certification.

If you know of anyone in a nursing home
who would like a visit from Matilda,
please email Josie DeJong at:
jdejong@lpslancer.net

We encourage you to follow our athletic
teams and keep up to date on Lancer Sports.
Whether it is scores, schedules, results or tryout information and dates/times, etc., the best method to stay
up-to-date is to follow Lakeshore Athletics on Twitter (@
LHSLancerSports), Facebook (Lakeshore Lancer Athletics) and check the LHS athletic website frequently at
www.lakeshorelancerathletics.com.
For specific questions regarding Lakeshore Athletics,
please contact Director of Athletics, Greg Younger at
gyounger@lpslancer.net.
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What’s important to you?
Let’s talk.
Kristine VanDerKamp

Financial Advisor
5922 Cleveland Avenue
Stevensville, MI 49127
269-429-2880
www.edwardjones.com

MKT-58941-A

Member SIPC

SHELLE DRAGOMER
REAL ESTATE AGENT
269.757.3999
shelledragomer@yahoo.com
3399 S. Lakeshore Dr, St. Joseph, MI 49085

Brad Logie, DDS, MD
Full Scope Oral Surgery Including:
IV Sedation, Wisdom Teeth Extractions, & Implants

(269) 556-9398
Lakeland Health Park

lakemichiganoms.com

“Feel at Ease with McGhee’s”

McGhee’s
Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC
Sales - Service - Installation
269-466-0123
7301 Red Arrow Hwy, Stevensville, MI 49127

